NEAD Financial Corporate Involvement Policy

This is the Policy Statement of Norfolk Education & Action for Development to cover relationships with Companies involving Donations and Sponsorship. 

Our statement of general policy is:

1 To engage with the business community where possible

2 To manage Company involvement to ensure that it does not damage NEAD’s brand value. 

3 To provide guidelines for staff, trustees and, where relevant, volunteers involved with fundraising activities.

4 To recognise that, although NEAD would utilise financial donations for an ethical purpose, there are certain types of industry which cause suffering that we should not benefit from as an organisation.

5 To recognise that there may be situations where a decision based purely on the guidelines is difficult, and that the Finance Sub-Committee will take decisions if this occurs

6 To consider concerns raised by staff, members and trustees regarding accepted or potential Company support 

7 To review this policy bi-annually
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GUIDELINES

The following guidelines are designed to make the decision making process regarding the acceptance of direct Company support as straightforward as possible. Direct Company support is in the form of donations and other support in kind made directly from a Company, rather than an individual, or group of employees within the Company, or sponsorship agreements.  

There are certain types of industry that are incompatible with the aims of NEAD, and which members and supporters may not find acceptable. This presents a reputational risk that NEAD must avoid. 

NEAD wishes to engage with companies that strive to promote local, Fairtrade, green and social responsible business. NEAD will not enter into a relationship with any Companies directly involved in the following industries:

Defence / Weapons Manufacturers

Nuclear energy production

Alcohol

Tobacco

Oil

Animal Testing

We recognise that there are many links between Companies across the World and connections could be made between many of them. Because of the difficulties of researching the background of every Company, and the impact that this use of resource would have on NEAD, we have decided to focus on the direct involvement in one of the aforementioned business areas. 

NEAD will accept support from organisations which are not directly involved in these industries. However, whilst there may be some common ground with potential supporters, we recognise that situations may arise where this means there are incompatibilities with their business practices. 

NEAD will not allow itself to be compromised by accepting support in such situations. These situations will be managed by ensuring that, prior to accepting Company support, agreement is secured that any publicity about the relationship must be cleared by NEAD before release.

NEAD will adopt an honest approach to publicity regarding Company support and will recognise common ground with Companies without issuing a full endorsement of a Company’s business practices. 

NEAD recognises that it is easier to influence change from within a relationship, and that this is a reason to engage with potential corporate supporters who may not be fully compatible. 

