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October is Black History Month

None of us can fully understand our human history without knowing about the role of
African and Asian people in Britain and globally. It is essential therefore that Black History is
comprehensively taught in our schools. This inclusive imperative is also evident in the Race
Relations Amendment Act and the National Curriculum,

As the DfES Standards web site notes,

oBlack History Month presents an excellent
opportunity for LEAs and schools to reyect on their
existing practice and material to ensure that they
are meeting the aims of the school curriculumo.

On these web pages (www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/
ethnicminorities/good_practice/772607/) you can
bnd out about youth projects, events and teaching
resources that provide exciting and accessible ways
to integrate Black History into your curriculum.

Celebrated in the UK since 1987 and in Norfolk
since 2003, Black History Month aims to:

APromote knowledge of Black history and
experience;

Adisseminate information on positive Black
contributions to British society;

Aheighten the conpdence and awareness of
Black people in their cultural heritage.

Black History Month (BHM) was initiated by Carter G
Woodson in the USA in 1926. This was in response

to the fact that Black Americans and other peoples

of African descent were viewed as not having made
any signipcant contribution to human civilization.

There remains a lack of knowledge about Black
achievement. We need to share knowledge of

our common human ancestry in Africa and of the
continuous presence of Black people in Britain for
at least 500 years. We should be aware of people
such as Mary Seacole, a Black nurse in the Crimea
at the same time as Florence Nightingale and, in
her time, also famous and feted. Locally, it should
be well known that the only Black British circus
owner, Pablo Fanque, was born in Norwich in 1798
and that Britainis prst Black Mayor, Allen Minns,
was elected in Thetford in 1904.

To create an inclusive, just and non-racist society,
we require an inclusive understanding and
appreciation of our history and our present. This is
as true in Norfolk as it is anywhere else. The task
and purpose of BHM is to allow us all to discover,
reinstate, highlight, discuss, enjoy and celebrate
some of the missing pieces.

www.norfolkblackhistorymonth.org.uk contains
information, resources and links, and is updated
throughout the year.

The newsletter includes local artists and {World
Voicesi who can come into your school to help

you support BHM, and there are websites to aid
your planning or where students might undertake
research or activities. We have provided a focus

in this issue on Black scientists, inventors and
entrepreneurs. There are poems and activities,
and information about some of the teaching packs
available for helping you introduce Black History
into your teaching.
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