Assembly/Plenary: If there were a hundred people in the world. 

Equipment needed:

· Large space to make a map of the world. You really do need to think about the space. Too small and everyone is cramped (and no room for oceans or ‘continents‘ with lower population densities eg Africa as opposed to Western Europe). Too big and you may need a mike and amplifier!! 
· Enough pound notes for each student - photocopy £10 notes or use template from Trading Game  

· Large Signs for each ‘continent’ – Latin America, North America, Africa, Western Europe, Eastern Europe and CIS, West Asia, South Asia, East Asia and Australasia

· Facilitator’s sheets with population numbers and allocated money for each ‘continent’. (Next sheets for 100, 160, 150 or 120 participants – amend for your numbers!) 

· Handout: “Facts about World Poverty” – at end of this file

Process (about 20 – 30 mins depending on feedback/discussion at point 9)
1. Hand out a pound note (just one!) to all participants.
2. Get participants to make a large circle around the edge of the room.
3. Announce:  We are going to make a map of the World in this room and you will be the entire population. So if there were just 100 (or however many participants there are) in the world 8 of them would be in North America (amend for your numbers) and continue round populating the ‘continents’. N.B.  This can take some time UNLESS you have helpers to make the map of the world and ‘populate’ it. It also helps if you try and make the continents resemble a real map pointing out places e.g. you are in Mexico or Malaysia etc. 
4. Don’t forget the migrants/refugees. They should try and find a welcoming ’continent’. You could suggest that due to stringent immigration rules this would probably not be in North America or Western Europe more likely Africa or Asia. 

5. Hand out ‘continent’ posters and, if time allows, get ‘continents ‘to stand up to show population density/distribution. Could be used to show that Africa is much bigger than Western Europe – confounds the myth the Africa is poor because there are too many people.
6.  Announce: “So this is how the world’s population is distributed. Now if the world was fair everyone would have the same amount of money. Is the World fair?  No !! So let’s see how the world’s money is distributed in reality”. 

7. Using the facilitators sheet (and your helpers?) take money away from the ‘poorer’ areas of the world and finally give it (you could just drop it on them) to the richer ‘continents’. Seeing the richer ones scrabble for money can be a dramatic moment!
8.  ASK:  Why is the money moving from these areas to other areas. 

9. Depending upon prior knowledge you may need to prompt them as to what goods are generally produced  in each area, International Debt, Trade subsidies and Tariffs, Multinationals, International Finance, History (Slavery Colonialism), etc. (see prompt sheet  - next page and Facts about World Poverty handout) for some ideas. 

10.  You may also use this to bring in the idea of the north/south divide. Show it on your map. Countries of the south have over 75% of the worlds population but only 25 % of the worlds wealth (and contribute less than 25% of the worlds pollution) and vice versa. This divide is getting worse some say we now live in an 80/20 world!! But do point out anomalies on the map – Japan, growing power of China etc. 
11. Hopefully all of this will give food for thought for future lessons.
Prompt Sheet: SOME thoughts on reasons for Global Inequality and Poverty

Trade 1
Generally the ‘countries of the south’ produce primary products Rice, Tea Coffee, Iron, Platinum, Cobalt  which are then taken North and processed/manufactured and  sold (at a higher price back in the south.  Even when manufacturing takes place in the south wages and working conditions are low and the profits are transferred to the north via Multinationals or Bank transfers.
Trade 2.  
Subsidies (e.g. the massive US and EC agricultural subsidies) and trade barriers (e.g. tariffs on import of instant coffee or clothing quotas, etc.) in the north prevent equality in prices and access for goods from the south.
Debt: 
Probably the biggest current obstruction to global development and one of the key reasons for inequality. Many of the most indebted countries of the south have repaid their incurred debts 3 times over already in interest repayments alone. Also see Aid below.
Aid:
Negative flows - the south pays the north 3 times more in debt repayments than it receives in aid!  One of the highest Aid recipients in the World and for many years now is Israel. One young Indian student once said” we don’t want your aid, we don’t want to be seen as charity cases – just pay us a fair price and give fair access for our goods and we’ll be OK – maybe we can give you aid in the future!”
Power
US Hegemony, and western European influence dominance of key global institutions - International Monetary Fund, World Bank, World Trade Organisation and even the United Nations (via the Security Council). 
Multinationals International Corporations dominate World Trade (many have an annual turnover greater than most countries Gross Domestic product). They are generally based in richer ‘northern’ countries and transfer their profits there.  
Conflict 
Most of the major conflicts take place in countries of the south (Afghanistan, Congo, Iraq etc) thereby not only impoverishing those places (destroying people, communities, infrastructure, agriculture etc)  but also enriching the arms traders – Countries and companies generally based in the north.

History: 
It is estimated that for 400 years  in the 16th – 19th centuries over 40 million Africans were taken, mostly to North and South America as slaves  so denuding great swathes of Africa. These were the future of their communities the boys and girls and young men and women (not the very young and very old... Imperialism and Colonialism also contributed to that poverty looting the wealth of those countries. Just look at a map of Africa and see the straight borders which ignored cultures (and have contributed to current conflicts) and the transport routes – all designed to ship out the produce of those countries. This also does not take account of the pernicious indentured labour systems in other parts of the world (quasi slavery) and the fact that slavery still persists today. 
These are just a few personal thoughts You could also point out that: 
The world produces more than twice as much as it needs but waste is predominant – the pet food industry in the US uses more food than Africa!!). Climate & Natural Disasters They always hit the poor and marginalised hardest – could be an interesting  way into the topic of weather,  Technology transfer (patent rights, Bhopal, etc. and unfair IT Access also contribute to global inequality.
Sandy Betlem 31/08/06
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The Facts about World Poverty

· One third of deaths – some 18 million people a year – are caused by poverty

· An estimated 600 million children live in absolute poverty. Every year more than 10 million die of hunger and preventable diseases.

· Over 1 billion people live on less than 70p a day with nearly half the worlds population – 2.8 billion – surviving on less than twice that amount.

· Income per person in the poorest countries in Africa has fallen by a quarter in the past 20 years

· More than half a million women die in pregnancy and childbirth every year – one death per minute

· Spread over 10 years the cost to the UK taxpayer of cancelling £1.3 billion of debt in the poorest countries is £171 million a year or just £2.85 per UK citizen a year – the price of a pint of beer.

· The United Nations believes that unfair trade rules deny poor countries more than £400 billion every year. Less than 0.1% of this could save the sight of 30 million people 

· International trade is worth almost £6 million a minute with 70% of this controlled by multinational companies.

· The average cow in the European Union receives more than £1.40 a day in subsidies, more than the amount that half of the world’s population survives on. 

Source: The Observer 15 May 2005

